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of the West Saxons, came together in a council
to which we delivered your holy writings; and
they forthwith promised that they would correct
the vices named.1 Then, after counsel held with
the said kings, pontiffs, and elders of the land,
considering that that corner of the world stretches
far and wide., we gave permission to Theophylact,
the venerable bishop, to go to the King of the
Mercians2 and the parts of Britain,

ff I for my part, taking with me the companion
whom your most excellent King Karl sent with
us out of reverence to your apostolate, Wighod,
abbat and presbyter, went on to the country of the
Northanymbrians, to Aelfuald the King, and the
Archbishop of the holy church of the city of York,
Eanbald. The King was living far ofi in the
north, and the said Archbishop sent his messengers
to the King, who at once with all joy fixed a day
for a council,3 to which the chief men of the
district came, ecclesiastical and secular. It was
related in our hearing that other vices,4 and by
no means the least, needed correction. For, as
you know, from the time of the holy pontiff
'Augustine no Roman priest5 [or bishop] has been
sent there except ourselves. We wrote a Capitular
of the several matters, and brought them to their
hearing, discussing each in order. They, with all

1  See the list on the next pages.

2  This would indicate that the aula at which they had
met the king and held the council was one of Offa's outlying
manors, and not his central royal residence.

3  Supposed,  on slight reasoning, to have been held at
Corbridge, see p. 216.

4  Besides those in the Pope's list.

5  Sacerdos.    It is uncertain to how late a date sacevdos is
to be rendered bishop.